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The Latest News from Friends of Onancock School Ð April  2010 Ð Number 18 

For Your Calendar 
• The Onancock Baptist ChurchÕs Easter Egg Hunt will take place on Saturday, April 3 rd , 3 Ð 

5 PM. 

• The first 2010 2nd  Friday is April 9 th , from 5:00-8:00 p.m. The following galleries and studios at  
Onancock School confirmed to be open are: 

o Eastern Shore Art League Gallery Ð showing ÒArt Created for Women, by Women and about 
Women.Ó 

o The Artisans Guild  Ð featuring the work of two juried artists and Dan Bowen will be 
demonstrating the photography of art work. 

o Dan Lawrence Studio Ð will be exhibiting new paintings from his Beach Muse s eries and 
continuing his Portrait of the Shore project. 

o The Quilt Studio Ð featuring the extraordinary quilts and textile arts by Lois Sprague and 
the unique jewelry of Casey Sharpe. 

o Dragonfly Studio Gallery Ð the theme for April is ÒAWAKENINGS,Ó featuring painti ngs and 
photography celebrating the long awaited arrival of Spring.  

• The Eastern Shore Art League Gallery  is open on Friday and Saturday each month and for 
Onancock 2nd Fridays. Come join some of the artists and have refreshments .  You never know when 
that special piece of art will be in the Gallery unless you visit often. For more information contact 
Susan Levin  at 757 787-1248  or visit the web site: http://esartleague.info .  

• Dragonfly Studio Gallery  starts their Spring hours on Friday, April 9 th  when they will be open for 
2nd Friday from 5 Ð 8 PM.  After that evening, Dragonfly wi ll be open every Friday and Saturday 1 Ð  
4 PM until Christmas.  Of course, the gallery will also be open every 2nd Friday from 5 Ð 8 PM.  

• The next Master Naturalist work date on the Onancock Nature Path is Friday, April 23 rd .  All 
volunteers are welcome.  

Events 
• The Eastern Shore Art League Student Art Show was held on March 19 & 20.   Students, their 

families and teachers attended the awards ceremony on Friday.    Prizes were made possible by 
contributions from the Arts Council of the Eastern Shore, Jerr yÕs Artarama Store of Virginia Beach, 
Red Queen Gallery in Onancock and the Eastern Shore Art Leag ue. 

  
Haley Johnson won Best in Show for her 
photograph ÒUnpacking a Cluttered 
Mind.Ó  (Photo by Carol Vaughn) 

Winners in the Eastern Shore Art League 
Student Art Show at the awards ceremony 
on Friday 3/19.  (Photo by Carol Vaughn) 

http://esartleague.info/
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• ÒThe Best of Bobby Swain Ð A Retrospective of His ArtÓ Ð opened on Friday, March 26 th  with a 
gala reception.  A tribute to one of the Eastern ShoreÕs own, 
the exhibit featured Bobby SwainÕs work from the collections 
of several private owners.  His carvings reflected his view of 
nature.  On display were pieces that included the many 
facets of his work Ð from wildfowl in natural poses to 
whimsical commentaries on todayÕs culture.  The evening 
included a Silent Auction of items contributed by artists and 
businesses.   All enjoyed the hors dÕoeurves by The Inn and 
Garden CafŽ and wine from Chatham Vineyards.   

The exhibit continued on Saturday with  demonstrations  
and works by local artisans Ð Dave Farlow, Billy  
Crockett, Deb Finnegan, Vesna Zidovec, Lois Sprague  
and Casey Sharpe. 

The raffle of a ÒBitternÓ  by Bobby Swain cast in bronze  
by Turner Sculpture  continues through September.  The  
drawing will be at the annual PigNic on September 4 th .  
Tickets are $5 each and are available at any FOS event, by   
calling 302-1331 or emailing info@onancockschool.org.  All  

    proceeds will be donated to the Friends of Onancock School. 
 

  
The ÒBirds, Folk Art and Other OdditiesÓ of Bobby Swain 

  
 

All enjoyed the Friday evening gala reception.  Bronze ÒBitternÓ  

Raffle drawing on Sept. 4 th   

 

mailto:info@onancockschool.org
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Deeds 
• On Saturday, March 27 th  Eagle Scout Ryan Olmsted  of Onancock and Boy Scout Troop 313 began 

constructing and installing the twelve wooden picnic tables , six bench seats for an outdoor classroom, 
and an enclosed informational kiosk at the beginning of the O nancock Nature Path. The benches and 
kiosk will directly support the Onancock Nature Path . The picnic tables will be placed on the south 
lawn and elsewhere on the grounds.  The ÒMemorial Tribute RequestÓ form  can be found at the 
end of this newsletter. 

  
The scouts get ready for the day. Ryan constructing a pi cnic table. 

  

Constructing the information kiosk. Ryan and a finished picnic table. 
 

• Also on Saturday, March 27 th the Master Naturalists worked on the Onancock Nature Path, 
removing a dead pine tree from the creek.  It was no small fea t!!! 

  
 (From left to right) The Master Naturalists: Irvin Ayl es, 

Ruta Vaskys, Will Cumming, Donna Ware, Jennie & 
Charlie OÕNeill and Richard Ayres. 
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Needs 
• Did we say EVERYTHING ? The school can always use: cleaning supplies, paper towels , hand tools, 

cleaning implements (brooms, dustpans, vacuum cleaners), a nd paintbrushes and rollers. Got 
something you think the school could use? Contact Haydon Rochester  at 787-2097 or drop off on 
Wednesday mornings when the school office is open. 

• Volunteers to help at the School are always needed.  Specifically, prepa rations for the annual 
PigNic on Labor Day Weekend  will begin soon and weÕre looking for volunteers to help with the 
planning.  We are also looking for a new monthly newsletter  person.  Whether you are interested in 
generally helping or have specific skills (plumbing, electr ical, construction, painting etc.), we can use 
your assistance.  Please send an email to info@onancockschool.org and we will contact you for more 
specifics. 

• And, as always, if you can donate money to assist us wi th our heating, electric, and grounds keeping 
bills, please send your check to Friends of Onancock School, P.O. Box 467, Onancock, VA 23417 . 
Contributions are greatly appreciated and tax deductible. 

Board Meeting Report 
• For the 3rd year, the March of Dimes  is returning to Onancock School for the March For Babies 

on Sunday, May 16 th . 

• Johnny Mo  of MallardÕs at the Wharf will be using the School ground s for the 5th  Annual ÒMusic 
for the HungryÓ on Saturday, July 17 th .  The event is for the benefit of the Foodbank of the 
Eastern Shore. 

• An Event Review Committee  has been formed to handle requests for using the School and/or the 
grounds for special events.  This will streamline the proces s for both the applicants and the Board.  
To schedule an event, call 302-1331 or email info@onancockschool.org.  We will contact you regarding 
the needed information.  

• The work continues with the Onancock Chesapeake Gateway  committee and its grant submission 
that proposes to renew the old dock on the west side of the field i nto a kayak landing and establish a 
geocache site. 

• The United Way application has been reviewed and an interview is scheduled for April 14 th . 

• The Annual Friends of Onancock School membership drive  got underway in March.  Renew 
your membership or become a member  of Friends of Onancock School. For a mere $25 per year 
(individual) or $45 (family), you can support the school  project and receive discounts on event tickets 
and promotional items.  And let us know where you might like to help us at the School Ð for example, 
grant writing, fundraising, volunteer recruitment and coor dination, office and administrative, 
building upkeep.  For your convenience, an FOS Membership form  is at the end of this newsletter.  
Go to http://www.onancockschool.org/membership.htm .  

• We plan to update the website soon and to add an events calend ar.  With the calendar in place, 
anyone will be able to see whatÕs going on at the School and i f the facility may be available for an 
event. 

•  The Board Development Committee has prepared a draft orientati on handbook for new board 
members that the Executive Committee will begin using this spring. 

Subscription and FOS Office Information 
FOS Deeds & Needs is an E-MAIL newsletter of the Friends of Onancock School. It is also posted on the FOS website at 
http://www.onancockschool.org/. E-mail reports of your deeds and needs to Eliza McBride at egmcbride@verizon.net. Be sure to 
include all relevant dates, contact info, number of participants, and other details. To subscribe or unsubscribe, send an e-mail to 
info@onancockschool.org. Please include your name, postal address, phone number, and class year if you’re an alum of Onancock 
School. Unfortunately, we cannot offer a printed, postal mail version of FOS Deeds & Needs at this time. 
The FOS office at Onancock School, 6 College Ave., Onancock, VA, is open on Wednesdays from 9 am to noon. Call the office with 
your questions or comments at 757 302-1331. If Karen is not in when you call, please leave a message. 

http://www.onancockschool.org/
mailto:info@onancockschool.org
mailto:info@onancockschool.org
http://www.onancockschool.org/membership.htm
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Terry Swain with Richard Pearsall Mark McNair (left) with Frank Foster  

  
  

 
Bobby SwainÕs daughter, Melissa Hicks with Mark McNai r and Terry. 

 



Friends of Onancock School Eagle Scout Project 

 

 


 Your support is requested for this “FOS Eagle Scout Project” and Boy Scout Troop 
313. 

 
 

 
  






 

 

   
  

   
  

   
  

 !  Picnic Table  

!  Bench Sea 
  







 

  
  
  
  

 

mailto:foseaglescoutproject@gmail.com
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Friends of Onancock 
School 

P.O. Box 467 
Onancock, Virginia 23417  

 

Renew your membership or join the Friends of Onanco ck School 
 

NAME: ____________________________________________________________________ 

ADDRESS:  ____________________________________________________________________ 

CITY: ___________________________________ STATE/ZIP: ________________ 

PHONE: ___________________________________ EMAIL: ________________ 

 
Enclosed is an additional contribution of $ _________ to Friends of Onancock School. 

 
Membership Types:         

Individual Membership   $ 25 

Family Membership  $ 45 

 
Your one-year membership fee entitles you to: 

 
• $5 discount on Friends of Onancock School event tickets, reserv ed in advance and picked  

up at the event (e.g. the Annual PigNic) 
• 10% discount on any Friend of Onancock School promotional item  (e.g., tote bags, FOS  

Christmas Ornaments, FOS watches) 
 

I would like to volunteer for the following: 
 

Annual Pignic Committee 
_______ 

Building Issues _________ FOS Board of Directors ____  

Fundraising __________________ Grant Writing __________ Hospitality ______________ 

Monthly Newsletter Editor 
______ 

Nature Path/Master Naturalists 
______ 

Office & Admin. _________ 

Volunteer Activities ___________ Other __________________________  

 
Sign Up for the Friends of Onancock School Electroni c Newsletter!!!!  

 
Email address: ___________________________ 

 
Mail this form along with your check to: 

 Friends of Onancock School, P. O. Box 467, Onancock, VA  23417) 
Don’t forget to check frequently at www.onancockschool.org for news!   

Email us at info@onancockschool.org 
 

 

mailto:info@onancockschool.org
http://www.onancockschool.org/
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